Explorer 1996 by La Salle University
La Salle University
La Salle University Digital Commons




Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.lasalle.edu/explorer
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Publications at La Salle University Digital Commons. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Explorer (Yearbooks) by an authorized administrator of La Salle University Digital Commons. For more information, please contact
careyc@lasalle.edu.
Recommended Citation
La Salle University, "Explorer 1996" (1996). Explorer (Yearbooks). 54.
http://digitalcommons.lasalle.edu/explorer/54
v* </•' - ^:. c^-vVA ,.";'•
fet^gf;;.^ 1 Stop* :
"v>y f'\\i .-• v v. v. • s-. •• \ -.,,
*s?^b











Digitized by the Internet Archive
in 2010 with funding from








































<SAerry ^/{/ston Q)o/ore& <P. ^4ndewson





_^o/v> «. xma/c/ Jfata/i& &8ain
<yblcuK 01. GftaAer (£eter^ &&alousAa&
23
Mideast Peace Accord *
"The sight you see before you . . . was im-
•"> possible, was unthinkable, just three years
•;••;!'" ago," Israel's Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
% told those present at the East Room of the
; v ; White House.
The "sight" was the September 28, 1995,
\i signing of an accord between Israel and the
f:
PLO that would end Israel's military occu-
rs pation of West Bank cities and lay the foun-
[.;.• dation for a Palestinian state.
President Clinton presided over the cere-
•;% mony which featured two hours of speeches
':fi$
i
: and pageantry before an audience of diplo-
5i§ft£ mats, foreign ministers, Cabinet secretaries
rf£ and members of Congress.
The agreement outlines the process for
£ gradual withdrawal of Israeli troops and
%i transfer of governing authority for Palesti-
£ nian self-rule in 30 percent of the west Bank.
jUjS It also allows for Palestinian elections and the
°;f:l release of 5,000 Palestinian prisoners being
Sftj held by Israel.
Jj
* Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin was assas-
Sjfs sinated by a Jewish extremist in Israel on Sat-
""X'-J'J urday, November 4, 1995.
O.J. Simpson Verdict
On October 3, 1995, the long-running, real-
life soap opera played its final episode.
In "the trial of the century," O.J. Simpson
was acquitted in the June 12, 1994, stabbing
murder of his former wife, Nicole Brown
Simpson, and her friend, Ronald Goldman.
Americans followed the trial for more than
a year, listening to testimony, digesting the
evidence and speculating on whether the for-
mer football superstar and film actor was
guilty.
The jury reached its verdict in less than
four hours deliberation, after listening to 133
days of testimony and considering more than
800 pieces of evidence.
It was a case that would leave Americans
with many lasting images:
— A white Ford Bronco leading a police
chase;
— Simpson trying on "the murder gloves"
in court;
— The testimony of prosecution witness
Police Detective Mark Fuhrman, whose cred-
ibility was later destroyed when it was shown
[
that he lied under oath about his use of racial
1 epithets.
In a statement made soon after his acquit-
tal, Simpson vowed he would dedicate his life
'
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U.S. Troops Arrive In Bosnia
The first U.S. Apache and Blackhawk hel-
icopters roared into Bosnia on December 24
(1995), a tangible sign of a NATO mission
commanders said was on target and taking
control of front-line positions.
While the eight American helicopters, part
of the 1st Armored Division, were arriving in
the northern city of Tuzla, the headquarters
for U.S. troops, French soldiers were extend-
ing control in Sarajevo, where a curfew was
lifted for Christmas Eve and Christmas.
French troops seized front-line checkpoints
north of the city, and took over part of a large
resort in Serb-held Ilidza west of Sarajevo that
is to become a NATO headquarters. They also
reached agreement with Serbs and the Mus-
lim-led government on an initial pullback from
front-line positions around the Bosnian cap-
ital.
In Sarajevo itself, the city's people strolled











On April 19, 1995, a car bomb expoded in
Oklahoma City (OK), destroying the Alfred
P. Murrah Federal Building and killing scores
of men, women and young children.
The force of the blast tore off the building's
facade and sent it flying 50 feet across the
street, where it slammed into another build-
ing and came to rest in a parking lot. With
the outer wall of the building suddenly gone,
workers tumbled out of their offices and into
the street where the blast had carved a crater
30 feet wide.
Shortly after the explosion, Timothy
McVeigh, a Gulf War veteran was arrested for
carrying a concealed weapon. Two days later,
he was recognized as one of the bombing sus-
pects and was charged.
McVeigh's trial is pending.
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For months, baseball tans were talking
about The Streak.
With each game he played, Baltimore Ori-
oles shortstop Cal Ripken Jr. drew one game
closer to breaking one of baseball's "unbreak-
able" records.
In 1939, Yankee first-baseman Lou Gehrig
retired after having appeared in 2,130 con-
secutive games, an accomplishment that sure-
ly would never be equalled.
In 1995, Ripken not only equalled it — he
surpassed it!
On September 6, 1995, Ripken took the
field, as he had done in every Orioles game
since May 30, 1982, to play against the Cali-
fornia Angels. This was consecutive game 2,131
— but not until the fifth inning, when base-
ball games become official.
When the fifth inning came, fireworks ex-
ploded and cameras flashed, as 10-foot ban-
ners bearing "2-1-3-1" were unfurled in the
outfield stands of Baltimore's Camden Yards.
The fans stood and cheered for Ripken, who
emerged from the dugout and gave his jersey
to his wife and two children. His teammates
pushed the reluctant Ripken back out onto
the field where he made a "thank you" lap
around the ballpark, shaking hands with the
fans. The ovation lasted 22 minutes.
Befitting a hero, Ripken hit a home run in
the game won by the Orioles 4-2.
Jerry Garcia
The leader of the Grateful Dead was gone.
Jerry Garcia, co-founder of rock music's the
Grateful Dead, died of a heart attack while in
a drug rehabilitation center in surburban San
Francisco.
The guitarist, composer and singer passed
away on August 9, 1995, just eight days after
his 53rd birthday.
Deadheads, as the group's followers were
known, quickly gathered to note the passing
of their fallen leader. Crowds formed in public
areas in San Francisco, Garcia's hometown,
and in other cities to share their loss, a single
red rose was tied to a tree in front of the San
Francisco address where the Dead began in
1964.
The Grateful Dead blended rock, bluegrass
and folk flavors into their own sound. Al-
though studio recordings by the group were
rare — the most recent was released in 1989
— the Grateful Dead remained a very popular
concert attraction.
Jerry Garcia had the rare distinction of hav-
ing an ice cream flavor named for him — Ben
& Jerry's "Cherry Garcia." The company's
founders said that Garcia had inspired their
business philosophy.
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Pope John Paul II Visits United
States
For a few days, a religious man dominated
the headlines. And for a change, it gave Amer-
icans something good to talk about.
The newsmaker was Pope John Paul II, and
the occasion was his visit to the United States
in early October 1995.
The 75-year-old pontiff began his five-day
visit by addressing the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly in conjunction with the organ-
ization's 50th anniversary.
During his stay, the pope celebrated out-
door Mass in both New York and New Jersey.
Rainy, windy weather did little to dampen the
spirits of the faithful who gathered to hear
him speak, catch a glimpse of him or even
touch him as he swept past.
In Baltimore (MD), he addressed an audi-
ence at the baseball stadium and lunched at
a soup kitchen before flying back to Rome.
Throughout his visit, the pope called for




Despite playing nowhere near their best, the
Dallas Cowboys won their third Super Bowl
in four seasons on January 18 (1996), beating
Pittsburgh 27-17. And they did it behind the
heroics of cornerback Larry Brown, whose ca-
reer has been spent in the shadow of glamour
guys named Troy, Michael, Emmitt and i
Deion.
"We did it! We did it! We did it!" exulted
coach Barry Switzer.
With this win, the cowboys placed them-
selves in elite company. No team has gotten
that many super Bowl titles in such a short
span. These Cowboys, basically the same mix [\
of stars and blue-collar workers who won twice
under Jimmy Johnson, went just as far with
the oft-maligned Barry Switzer.
Switzer had a trying two seasons as John-
son's replacement. His every move was dis-
sected, and when he goofed — as in the fourth-
and-1 play at Philadelphia that was the low
point in the season for Dallas — he was vil-
ified.
Switzer, just like his outgoing, often out-
rageous players, has earned the right to brag.
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Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin was shot to
death on November 4 (1995), moments after
telling cheering thousands that "people really
want peace." Rabin was a war hero who be-
came a peacemaker, and police said an Israeli
described by friends as a right-winger con-
fessed to firing the fatal shots.
Rabin, 73, had descended from a city hall
balcony and was about to get into his lim-
ousine when the gunman fired three bullets
from close range, hitting him in the back and
stomach. As crowd members surged toward
the shooting scene, Rabin's car raced to tel
Aviv's Ichilov Hospital.
The assassination — the first of an Israeli
leader since the founding of the state in 1948
— stunned the nation. World leaders from
President Clinton to Yasser Arafat reacted
with sorrow and outrage, declaring that the
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Million Man March
The gathering in Washington, D.C. on Oc-
tober 16, 1995, was tremendous. Hundreds of
thousands of African-American men coverged
on the nation's capital in response to the call
from Louis Farrakhan, the Nation of Islam's
leader, to rally for unity and brotherhood.
It was the fourth-largest demonstration in
Washington's history, and the largest pre-
dominantly African-American gathering.
There were dozens of speakers, including
civil right veterans Rosa Parks, Dick Gregory
and the Reverend Jesse Jackson. Stevie Won-
der sang, and Maya Angelou read a poem that
urged the men to do right by themselves and
"save your race."
The rally's climax was Farrakhan's speech
in which he led the men in a pledge to "never
raise my hand with a knife or gun to beat, cut
or shoot . . . any human being." He urged the
rally to join organizations, gain political con-
trol, fight racism and rid their neighborhoods
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"Why do you want to be president?" asked
the TV host.
"Every country needs a president," replied
Republican Senator Bob Dole.
In April 1995 the Kansas Senator became
the sixth Republican to formally declare his
candidacy for a move into the White House
in 1996.
This is the third presidential attempt for
Dole, who unsuccessfully ran in Republican
primaries in 1980 and 1988. His intention is
to cut taxes, balance the budget and "lead
America back to her place in the sun."
Dole began his political career in 1951, serv-
ing in the Kansas legislature. He served in the
House of Representatives from 1961 through
1969 and has been a Senator since.
Dole's latest bid to become president does
not have precedence on its side — only three
times have sitting Senators been elected Pres-
ident.
Age is another factor that may discourage
voters. If elected, Dole would be 73 years old
upon entering office. This would make him
the oldest newly elected president in history.
Graf Defeats Seles At U.S. Open
It was a match between two players vying
for the top position in women's tennis. On
September 9, 1995, Germany's Steffi Graf
emerged as #1 as she beat Monica Seles in
New York to win her fourth U.S. Open title.
For Graf, it ws the third consecutive Grand
Slam title, coming after victories at Wimble-
don and at the French Open.
"Nothing can ever come close to this one.
I had a lot of obstacles to climb over," said
Graf, who played with a bone bruise on one
foot. Another complication was Grafs father
who is serving time in a German prison on
tax-fraud charges.
In spite of her defeat on the tennis court,
Monica Seles feels like a victor of sorts. This
loss was the first in a dozen matches that
marked her inspired return to the sport after
a two-year absence. Seles had been stabbed
in the back by a deranged fan at a match in
Hamburg, Germany.
"It has been very exciting to me playing
again," Seles said. "As long as I keep having
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In January 1995, Newt Gingrich became the
first Republican Speaker of the House in 40
years. The 51-year-old Georgia Congressman
had his sights set on this position even before
he won a House seat on his third try in 1976.
Gingrich, narrowly elected as minority whip
in 1989, saw his goal in reach when the GOP
won a majority of congressional seats in 1994
and when Minority Leader Robert Michel de-
clined to run for another term.
Gingrich has proven adept at grabbing
headlines and preaching morality. In 1989, he
drove Speaker Jim Wright from office with
relentless attacks of ethics violations. In 1994,
he alleged that one-quarter of the White House
staff had recently used drugs, a charge that
remains unsubstantiated.
Gingrich helped orchestrate the "Contract
With America" as the GOP's national agenda
in the 1994 elections. It called for a balanced-
budget amendment, welfare reform and an
anti-crime package.
In April 1995, his prime-time televised
speech marked the first time a congressional
leader received such coverage. In the address,
Gingrich summarized the first 100 days of the
new Congress.
President Clinton
President Bill Clinton entered the third year
% of his term as no president has done for 40
v years _ with a Republican Congress. As he
began this new year, he resolved to "put aside
-\ partisan differences."
In April 1995, the Senate passed a bill that
% cut $16 billion from various social programs
{{ while sparing other items favored by Clinton.
• Although the President called the bill "the
!{ model of how we can work together," the gap
Jl remained wide over such issues as tax cuts,
; welfare reform and spending reductions.
Although cautious in dealing with the new
Congress, Clinton has raised his profile and
; taken a firm stand on issues. He said he would
'fi
try to work with the Republicans on their
I'l agenda, but would "no doubt" veto some of
r^V;.": their proposals.
On April 14, 1995, Clinton filed the nec-
5v essary documents with the Federal Election






^acyueltjfi/ ijfflc&cwtHttf/ (zAwstoftAer- jffc&inletf/
140





6BafrHC& <_Mc&ou€/%n/ '^Terences *j$£o£foveM/
141
^o/my ^Mo&ralA <SuSCUl/ ^Mc^iHlt/l/
&BrHCW/ Q). K/f£c&ulgari/ (jBerncvn/^/f£c&uire>
142
gtamdJXc&GyfA £rregx>fH/s jffic&ntyre'
jfiatl/ieur Jt£c£ffee4+er jffcuHcvtne' jfflc£%enna/
143
McuHaruiv jf£c£ffuiMOfi/ Wi/fatm/ <jfflci%ain'
I
(jfaistina/ <jf£cLffiugAlui/ 0ei*€sa ^Mcu^iu^Aluv
144
^T/iomxxs *jffa%eer, ^r-. ^sGrup jf(c4j(£cuui&




<3)onas jtOcAe/l *yGruj/ lAGHer^
jdatt/ieay ^Jfiiller^ £/BfHjan ^MinAel
148
<Jaihen'(r ^ (firarc/ii ^ertiyfer- <y\oaAe&
:
v'-?li6
Go/ett& iA£o<{re& &CUH& ^MontcH^da^
149




ffle/ftj-^ {rui . lfu//an ^anet ^/ffiuru/an




This summer it seemed as though Hootie
and the Blowfish were playing every time you
turned on the radio.
The four-man rock group that seemed to
come out of nowhere and dominate the audio
scene did not go unnoticed on the video scene.
Hootie, featuring vocals by lead singer Darius
Rucker, won an MTV award for best new art-
ist for their video, "Hold My Hand." The
presentation was made at the 12th annual
MTV Video Music Awards held in September
1995 at Radio City Music Hall in New York.
Dennis Miller hosted the ceremony, which
included awards to Tom Petty for best male
video, "You Don't Know Hot It Feels," and
Madonna for best female video, "Take a Bow."
TLC won video of the year for "Waterfalls,"
a cautionary AIDS song.
While presenting best rap video award to
Dr. Dre, Madonna lashed out at Republican
presidential candidate Bob Dole for his pre-
vious criticism of the violent, sexist lyrics of
some rap records.
Biggest winners of the night: TLC and
Weezer, each of whom had to make room on
their mantels for four awards.
Nuclear Protest
On September 5, 1995, France resumed un-
derground nuclear testing when it detonated
a device under a remote atoll in the South
Pacific.
Worldwide protests preceded the nuclear
test, and criticism from the world followed it.
Anti-nuclear demonstrations were staged in
various parts of the world, including Paris,
Tokyo, Switzerland, Australia, and Hiroshi-
ma. Two days of rioting, looting and fire-
bombing exploded in Papeete, Tahiti, which
lies about 750 miles from the test site. Two
ships, part of a Greenpeace "peace flotilla,"
were stormed and captured by French com-
mandos nearby.
France's President Jacques Chirac defend-
ed the tests, saying they would provide in-
formation allowing France to conduct com-
puter-simulated tests in the future. Chirac also
said that more tests were planned, but that
France would sign a global test-ban treaty at
their conclusion.
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In September, 1995, Colin Powell em-
barked on a cross-country book tour to pro-
mote his autobiography, "My American Jour-
ney." As he did this, he also promoted the
motion that his next journey might be along
the campaign trail, seeking the presidency of
the United States in 1996.
Powell, 58 years old, is the former chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the first African-
American person to hold that position. He rose
to fame through his leadership in the Persian
Gulf war.
The views expressed by Powell seem to leave
him out of either mainstream Republicans or
Democrats. In his book, he asserts his belief
in free enterprise and lower taxes, and says
that he is put off by "patronizing liberals."
He does, however, support women's rights, gun
control and was alarmed by a "troubling mix
of politics and religion" at the 1992 Repub-
lican convention.
He sees himself as the "sensible center of
the American political spectrum," declaring
no allegiance to any political party.
Amtrak Crash
The news was terrible: an Amtrak train de-
railed while crossing a trestle in a remote de-
sert region of Arizona, 55 miles southwest of
Phoenix.
What made the news even worse was the
suspicion of sabotage.
Occurring around 1 AM on October 9, 1995,
the derailment of Amtrak's Sunset Limited,
en route from Miami to Los Angeles, sent four
of its cars into the gulch 30 feet below the
trestle. One person was killed and more than
70 were injured.
The derailment was caused by the removal
of a metal bar that held two sections of rail
together. The culprit installed a wire, disa-
bling a light that would have warned the train's
crew about the break. The saboteur's appar-
ent knowledge about the warning system led
to speculation that it might be the work of a
railroad employee.
Found at the scene was a letter that made
reference to the federal sieges at Waco, Texas,
and Ruby Ridge, Idaho, and also mentioned
the FBI and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms. It was signed "Sons of Gesta-
po."
The letter raised fears that the derailment
was the work of anti-government terrorists,
although experts in the field were unfamiliar
with the signature.
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Women's Conference In China
It was Hillary Clinton's first visit to China,
and she made it a memorable one. In a speech
to the United Nation's Fourth World Con-
ference on Women, the first lady took on the
world.
Her speech, delivered on September 5, 1995,
made a call for human rights and freedom of
expression, and she said that it was indefen-
sible that many women who registered for the
conference were denied visas or were unable
to fully participate.
Mrs. Clinton surprised her audience and the
host nation by rebuking Beijing for its treat-
ment of private activists who said they were
harassed by authorities during a parallel fo-
rum held in Huairou, China, just 30 miles
away.
The conference platform called for meas-
ures to alleviate women's poverty, and im-




The Cleveland Indians and the Atlanta
Braves squared off in the first World Series
in two years. This was, perhaps, the first be-
tween teams with politically incorrect nick-
names.
The hard-hitting Indians compiled a lofty
team batting average of .291 for the season,
while the Braves pitching staff, led by Greg
Maddux (19-2), was widely acknowledged to
be the game's best.
It was a Series of the bats vs. the arms. And
in the end, the arms were held aloft in tri-
umph.
The Braves won the Series in six games,
after taking a two-games-to-nonelead in their
home park. They won the Series on their re-
turn to Atlanta with a 1-0 victory marked by
David Justice's home run and the one-hit
pitching of Tom Glavine, who was named Se-
ries MVP.
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On the evening of October 4, 1995, Hurri-
cane Opal came ashore on Florida's Gulf Coast,
packing sustained winds of 125 miles per hour.
Before it was through, the storm had killed
at least 20 people in four states and caused
at least $1.8 billion in damages to insured
properties, making it the third-costliest storm
in U.S. history.
Hurricane Opal swung east toward Florida
after striking Mexico's Yucatan Peninsula.
The storm destroyed or damaged thousands
of homes and businesses along a 120-mile
stretch of the Florida Panhandle. Many of its
residents were still recovering from and re-
pairing damage inflicted by Hurricane Erin
two months earlier.
Opal caused the sea to rise 15 feet and sweep
away nearly everything on the lower floors of
homes and businesses along the edge of the
Gulf Coast. Power outages were widespread,
and there were many incidents of looting.
Some of the hurricane's victims were al-
lowed to return home a week after fleeing,
even though water, electricity and sewer serv-
ices had not been restored. Others, from more
severely damaged areas, had to wait longer.
The Release Of Harry Wu
On August 24, 1995, human rights activist .
Harry Wu set foot on American soil after be-
ing imprisoned in China for 66 days.
Wu, a native of China and a naturalized
U.S. citizen, had been taken into custody on
June 19 while trying to enter China at a re-
mote border crossing.
He was convicted on charges of stealing state
secrets and was sentenced to 15 years in pris-
on. Within hours, however, he was released
and deported, in an apparent attempt to im-
prove delicate relations between the United
States and China.
Wu's trip to China had been one of several
clandestine treks he had made since 1991 for
the purpose of researching and filming evi-
dence of abuses in China's prison labor camps.
His efforts had resulted in television docu-
mentaries that gained international attention.
It was a hero's welcome that greeted Wu as
he stepped off the plane at San Francisco In-
ternational Airport. Crowded around his wife,
Ching-Lee, were dozens of supporters carry-
ing "Welcome Home" signs, yellow ribbons
and roses.
A few days after his return, Wu and his wife
cut down the yellow ribbon that had been
hanging throughout his imprisonment on the
City Hall of his hometown of Milpitas, Cali-
fornia.
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Despite continued NATO air strikes and
U.N. peace efforts, the conflict in the former
Yugoslavia rages on, with no letup in sight.
1995 began with a four month ceasefire me-
diated by former United States President
Jimmy Carter, but the truce didn't put an end
to the fighting.
The former Yugoslavia has been the scene
of a civil war since June 1991, and the fighting
intensified in 1992 after the republic of Bos-
nia-Herzegovia declared its independence.
Bosnian Serbs, seeking independence from
Bosnia, began their siege of the capital, Sa-
rajevo, as the European community and the
United States formally recognized Bosnia.
More than 200,000 people have been killed or
are missing since the fighting began.
In May 1995, NATO planes attached Serb
ammunition depots. The Serbs responded by
attacking "safe areas," killing many and tak-
ing hundreds of U.N. peacekeeper hostages.
In June, Serbs downed a U.S. F-16 over
northern Bosnia. The pilot, Air Force Captain
Scott O'Grady, hid for six days until he was
rescued by U.S. Marines.
The conflict and the peace talks continue.
Portrait Of A Star
The first detailed image of a distant star
shows that the red giant Betelgeuse has a sin-
gle, gargantuan hot spot that may be 12,000
degrees and an atmosphere extending much
farther into space than once thought.
A Hubble Space Telescope image of Betel-
geuse gives for the first time details of a star
other than the sun and suggests that it may
have dramatic physical differences from the
sun.
"We have looked into space and have seen
the face of a star," said Andrea Dupree of
Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophys-
ics in Cambridge, Massachusetts. "It is excit-
ing."
Betelgeuse, 500 light years from the earth,
is the shoulder star in the constellation Orion,
the Hunter. It is the seventh brightest star in
the winter sky of the northern hemisphere
and appears to have a reddish tint to the na-
ked eye.
Gaseous Pillars in M16 • Eagle Nebula
Hubble Space Telescope • WFPC2
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